The article proposes to discuss the main trends in the development of electronic libraries and prerequisites for the transition to a new level, to smart libraries. The text presents a historical overview of the formation of the electronic library concept both in Russia and abroad. Disambiguation of electronic library term is separately covered, as well as synonymous terms it has in Russia. At the same time, they often stay within a common understanding of a digital library within the framework of western theorizing. A wide range of electronic library problems is discussed in the context of multitasking understanding of the librarianship role in the public and university areas. Approach differences are pointed out in account of university tasks specifity.
of EL (technology, purpose, funds and others) [16] , and also classification of the most well-known EL definitions within functional, technological and resource-technological approaches [6] . However, some time ago, in the framework of understanding EL occurred detachment from the physical infrastructure, required to serve readers, and emphasis has shifted toward the virtual part in the defined concept. Electronic resources, medium access and features of virtual reader service became the main defining aspects of EL entity [17] . Intensive and systematic development of distance education, using its own information resources, reduces the motivation of students to search for additional study materials. 
Research methodology
Research in this sphere is based on fundamental works of Yury Stolyarov, Anatoly Vaneev, Nikolay Kartashov [29, 34, 13] -Active content -simply placing the content in the repository is not enough for it to become active. All objects must be interconnected. In turn, the quality of the repository must be monitored due to the introduction of such systems as e-metrics, and work as a team [31] .
-Adaptivity -the formation of a customized service set for user requests. Large number of sources, the maximum diversity of media (audio, video, graphics) , the ability to quickly and easily adjust to the level and needs of a user. to it those services, the need for which is already known. Basic service features providing studying literature to students on the basis of his/ her academic disciplines. It is a complicated task, which requires download of a data set, including data on academic subjects for the next few years.
On the basis of these plans electronic resources necessary for teaching the reader will be included into the system (personal account) [3, 4] .
Conclusion
The transition to smart library will eliminate some of the risks and disadvantages of existing 
